Ceratozamia huastecorum sp. nov. is from an isolated meseta or tepui-like mountain in the Huasteca region of northern Veracruz State, Mexico. It has affinity to C. morettii Vázq.Torres & Vovides from the Mexican transvolcanic mountain range, which lies over 200 km to the south. The most notable differences are in female cone colour, leaf and leaflet morphology and length. The specific epithet is chosen in honour of the Huasteca ethnic region of great cultural importance to northern Veracruz.
INTRODUCTION
The northern portion of the State of Veracruz in Mexico constitutes one of the most environmentally altered zones of the country. However, it is still possible to find, at higher elevations, vestiges of relict primary vegetation that has not been sufficiently explored from a floristic viewpoint. One of these is encountered on a meseta or tepui-like mountain in the Huasteca Veracruzana region where there still exists a cloud forest whose richness in species and state of conservation makes it an outstandingly important site of botanical interest (Castillo-Campos & Medina, 1996) . During botanical explorations of Castillo-Campos during the 1980s this taxon was found and was considered tentatively as Ceratozamia microstrobila Vovides & J.D. Rees. However, upon further examination and comparison of fertile material we came to the conclusion that the new plants are different. We believe that these cycads with relatively small trunks and wide leaflets from north-eastern Mexico form the C. latifolia Miq. complex of species sensu Moretti, Sabato & Vázquez Torres (1980) . During further research based on living material held at the ' Clavijero ' Botanic Garden at Xalapa, involving molecular as well as morphological studies (González & Vovides, 2002; Vovides et al . in press), we came to the conclusion that the taxon is new to science. Description: Cycad with short non-branching trunk, subglobose, erect, semihypogeous, reddish brown armed with persistent petiole and cataphyll bases, 12-13 cm (mean = 12.2) long, 11-13.5 cm (mean = 12) diameter ( N = 4); leaf cataphylls triangular, lanose, (Castillo & Medina, 1996) . Ceratozamia huastecorum populations are found under partial shade in inaccessible sites along the mountain crest, on basalt rocky substrate. They occur on a stony, medium texture lithosol and luvisol substrate rich in humus. Winds charged with moisture lash these sites with great strength and mists are frequent. The vegetation in these areas, with abundant Eugenia capuli (Schltdl. & Cham.) Hook. & Arn. and Ilex sp., is dwarfed due to the effect of the winds. Exact locality information has been purposely omitted in order to avoid illegal collecting, which may lead to the extinction of this species.
DESCRIPTION

DISCUSSION
Ceratozamia huastecorum is a member of a group of Ceratozamia spp. of north-eastern Mexico, north of the Mexican transvolcanic mountain range, which includes the C. latifolia complex sensu Moretti et al. (1980) . This forms an unresolved clade of morphologically distinct taxa of probable recent speciation (Gonzalez & Vovides, 2002) . It also comprises a group of Ceratozamia species with wide leaflets that include wide ranging species such as C. microstrobila from the transition zone of seasonal tropical forest and mixed oak woodland, C. hildae G.P. Landry & M.C. Wilson from oak forest, both from north-eastern Mexico; C. morettii from the transvolcanic mountain range in cloud forest; and C. euryphyllidia Vázq. Torres, Sabato & D.W. Stevenson, C. miqueliana H. Wendl., C. whitelockiana Chemnick, Gregory & S. Salas, and C. zoquorum Pérez-Farrera, Vovides & Iglesias, in tropical rain forest, all from south-eastern and southern Mexico south of the transvolcanic mountain range (Vovides et al. in press; Pérez-Farrera, Vovides & Iglesias, 2001) .
Ceratozamia huastecorum shows affinities with C. morettii in male and female cone size, but differs in trunk, leaf, and leaflet length as well as leaflet number. When cultivated under uniform greenhouse conditions the leaf and leaflet lengths do not change appreciably. Though both species share similar cloud forest habitats they are from different physiographic regions of Veracruz and are separated by over 200 km.
